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SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
OF THE

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Vol. I, No. 2 Issued, September 27, 1930

OBSERVATIONS) ON SOME WYOMING BIRDS"
'

BY

Arthur B. Fuller and B. P. Bole, Jr.

INTRODUCTION

This report presents the ornithological results of three separate

trips to Wyoming. During the first two, observations on birds were

incidental, and were those of the senior author alone, but on the

last expedition a more serious effort was made by both authors to

obtain data on the bird life of the region explored. In view of the

relatively few papers recently published concerning the birds of

Wyoming, it seems worth while to place on permanent record the

information thus gathered.

First trip—The first trip, from September 22 to December 14, 1914,

was a hunting expedition. Our base was the McDole Ranch, which

is about 12 miles north of the town of Daniel in the upper Green

River valley in the western part of Wyoming. A short side trip

was made into the Gros Ventre Mountains about 25 miles to the

north.

Second trip—The second trip, from August 28 to November 16,

1923, was made by automobile, and its object was the collection of

specimens of birds and mammals for the Cleveland Museum of

Natural History. The first ten days were spent collecting on the

Diamond Ranch, some 12 miles west of Chugwater and about 50

miles north of Cheyenne. Camp was made in a box canyon beside

a clear cold stream about four feet wide, near what is known as the

Diamond Water Gap. (See plates X, XI, XII.) There is heavy

herbaceous vegetation along the border of this stream, and its banks

are densely overgrown in places with rose bushes, willows, and other

shrubs. The rather narrow bottom-land is covered with a good
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growth of grass and sagebrush which extends up to the edge of the

mountain mahogany belt and which grows to a height of four or

five feet all over the hillsides. Box elders, some of them as much
as 12 inches in diameter, grow along the brookside; and among
them are several tall trees of the narrow-leaved cottonwood, together

with willows 20 to 30 feet high.

The general topography is rolling and rough, with many buttes,

bluffs, and rocky areas. The town of Chugwater has an altitude of

5290 feet above sea level, and the Diamond Ranch is somewhat

above that.

According to Cary (North American Fauna No. 42), this is at the

lower edge of the Transition Zone, and as might be expected, we
found many species belonging to the Upper Austral Zone. The black-

tailed prairie-dog (Cynomys ludovkianus ludovicianus) was very abund-

ant, and the kangaroo rat (Dipodomys ordii) was also present.

Rattlesnakes were fairly numerous, ten being killed during our

ten-day stay. Following is a complete list of plants collected at this

station on July 18, 1927, on our subsequent trip, those listed by Cary

(loc. cit.) as occurring in the Upper Austral Zone being designated

by an asterisk. This list will give some idea of the character of the

general vegetation.

*Stipa comata Trinius and Ruprecht. Needle-grass.

Phleum pratense Linnaeus. Timothy.

Bromus tectorum Linnaeus. Downy brome-grass.

*Elymus condensatus Presl. Smooth lyme-grass.

Calochortus gunnisonii S. Watson. Gunnison Mariposa lily.

*Yucca glauca Nuttall. Bear-grass.

Populus acuminata Rydberg. Smooth-barked cottonwood.

Salix laevigata Bebb.

*Eriogonum campanulatum Nuttall. Narrow-leaved eriogonum.

Kumex mexicanus Meisner. Willow-leaved dock.

Chenopodium album Linnaeus. Pigweed.

Arenaria hookeri Nuttall. Hooker sandwort.

Delphinium geytri Greene. Larkspur.

Potentilla pulcherrima Lehmann. Cinquefoil.

*Cercocarpus montanus Rafinesque. Mountain mahogany.

Rosa sp.

*Psoralea tenuiflora Pursh. Few-flowered psoralea.

Astragalus striatus Nuttall. Ascending milk vetch.

*BJ>us trilobata Nuttall. Skunk-bush.

Spbaeralcea coccinea Nuttall. Globe-mallow.
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*Gaura coccinea Pursh. Scarlet gaura.

Oreocarya thyrsiflora Greene.

*Verbena bracteosa Michaux. Large-bracted vervain.

Monarda menthaefolia Graham. Horse mint.

Pentstemon subglaber Rydberg. Beard-tongue.

Orthocarpus luteus Nuttall. Yellow orthocarpus.

Campanula petiolata A. DeCandolle. Bellflower.

Tragopogon pratensis Linnaeus. Salsify.

Lactuca pulcbtlla (Pursh)* Large-flowered blue lettuce.

Chrysopsis foliosa Nuttall.

Townsendia parryi D. C. Eaton. Parry townsendia.

Heliantbus subrhomboideus Rydberg. Rhombic-leaved sunflower.

Gaillardia aristata Pursh. Great-flowered gaillardia.

Artemisia dracunculoides Pursh. Linear-leaved wormwood.

Artemisia gnaphalodes Nuttall. Prairie sage.

Artemisia frigida Willdenow. Pasture sagebrush.

Cirsium undulatum (Nuttall). Wavy-leaved thistle.

On September 8 we broke camp and started for Daniel in western

Wyoming, by way of Medicine Bow (altitude 6564 feet) and Rock

Springs (altitude 6261 feet). We arrived at the McDole Ranch, which

was the objective of the first trip, on the evening of September 11,

and again made it our base camp. This ranch is situated on North

Beaver Creek in the upper part of the Green River valley, about 12

miles north of the town of Daniel; and is adjoined on the south by

the Roy Ranch. The altitude is about 8000 feet; and the terrain is

a rolling sagebrush plain, well covered with the common sage-

brush (Artemisia tridentata). Along the creek are flat grassy meadows
where hay is cut for the cattle. Willows fringe the watercourses in

scattered clumps, but seldom attain a height greater than 15 feet.

Aspens grow near the tops of some of the ridges, becoming more

plentiful as one approaches the foothills and the edge of the forest

about five miles to the north.

The white-tailed prairie-dog (Cynomys leucurus) reaches its upper

limit about ten miles south of here, and the Uinta ground squirrel

(Citellus armatus) is extremely abundant in this section, having ap-

parently more individuals per acre than any other mammal in any

other area that we have yet observed. Rattlesnakes are unknown.

The plants in the following list were collected at this station:

Oryxppsis hymenoides (Roemer and Schulters). Mountain rice.

Salix sp.

Eriogonum cernuum Nuttall. Umbrella plant.
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Eriogonum aridum Greene. Umbrella plant.

Dasiphora frutkosa (Linnaeus). Shrubby cinquefoil.

Rosa spauldingii Crepin. Rose.

Amelanchier alnijolia Nuttall. Serviceberry.

Anogra pallida (Lindley). White evening primrose.

Symphorkarpos oreopbilus A. Gray. Snowberry.

Chrysothamnus puberulus (D. C. Eaton). Rabbit brush.

We made a trip to Yellowstone National Park from September 14

to 17, and we have included a few notes on the birds observed there.

After collecting around the McDole Ranch north of Daniel for

the four days following September 17, we accompanied Mr. Robert

S. McDole, owner of the ranch, on a trip into the northern end of the

Wyoming Range. Driving west, we crossed the continental divide

into the Fall River Basin, and over Fall River, which flows into the

Hoback River a few miles north of the point where we made our

crossing. The night we spent at the Killgore Ranch on the north

bank of the river and on the next morning we took the Killgore

Trail west, passing the northwestern base of Hoback Mountain to

Cliff Creek which drains north from the peak into the Hoback

River. We finally made our camp about ten miles northwest of

Hoback Peak (altitude 10,818 feet), on Willow Creek, which flows

west into the Snake River. The mountains rising abruptly from our

camp on the north and separating us from the grand canyon of Snake

River are called by Mr. McDole the Hoback Mountains.

We were in the Canadian Zone here and we found the country

steep and rough, with jagged peaks, open parks, and heavy timber.

It rained or snowed nearlyeveryday. Ten days were spent hunting for

mountain sheep (Ovis montanus) without result. We then shifted

back to Cliff Creek where we hunted for five days, and returned to

Daniel on October 10. From October 11 to November 4 we collected

in the vicinity of McDole's ranch. Fish Creek Slide, referred to in

the following notes, lies north of Roy Ranch some 12 miles or more

and is in the foothills of the Gros Ventre Mountains. Pinedale, the

largest town near by, is about 12 miles east of Daniel on Pine Creek,

a branch of New Fork River, and about 20 miles southeast of Mc-
Dole's ranch.

The last side trip of the 1923 season to the southeastern end of the

Gros Ventre Range, extended from November 4 to 13. We made our
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camp on Twin Creek, which flows into Green River just below Old

Kendall. About four miles above the site of this camp is a small

body of water called Waterdog Lake, at about 9200 feet altitude.

(See plates VII, VIII.) Jack Creek heads about three miles west of

here and flows southwest into the Hoback River. This area is well

up in the Canadian Zone, and when we left for the ranch, there was

more than a foot of snow which was considered light for that time

of the year. Upon our return to the ranch, and after packing and ship-

ping our specimens, we left for Arizona on November 16.

Third trip.—The third trip into the state of Wyoming, from July

17 to August 7, 1927, was made by both authors, for the purpose of

collecting small mammals for the Cleveland Museum of Natural

History, and of making further observations on birds.

We drove in a motor car from Denver, Colorado, to Cheyenne,

Wyoming, and thence to Chugwater, Wyoming, near which place

we spent a day and two nights on the Diamond Ranch. (See plates

X, XI, XII.) We found the mornings delightfully cool and the days

warm. The thermometer registered about 50 degrees Fahrenheit at

4:50 A. M., and 65 degrees at 7:00 A. M., both readings taken in

the shade.

We started for Daniel on July 19 and drove by the way of Wheat-

land (altitude 4726 feet), Casper, Alcova, and Lander (altitude

5372 feet). We crossed the southern end of the Wind River Range,

via Atlantic City (altitude 7850 feet) and South Pass, drove through

Pinedale and Daniel, and arrived at McDole's ranch on the evening

of July 21.

On July 24 we made a trip to the Green River Lakes, driving up

over a rough and crooked road past Old Kendall and Wells, and

then turning back southeast to the lakes, one of the most beautiful

spots in our west. The next day we started for the Gros Ventre Range

and pitched camp for the night at the same spot (Twin Creek) as in

1923. On July 26, we shifted our camp up to a place 200 yards above

Waterdog Lake, beside a small stream fringed with willows, where

we stayed until August 4. (See plates VII, VIII.) The Engelmann

spruce (Picea engelmannt) grows to good size here and is the most

conspicuous tree, but the bulk of the heavy timber is below this

station. Several limber pines (Pinus flexilis) were standing close to
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camp. The open parks were veritable flower gardens, gay with

color until August 1, when we had a drop in temperature to 46 de-

grees Fahrenheit, with a heavy hailstorm, during which many hail-

stones fell that were one and a half inches in diameter. The storm

lasted only about 15 minutes but it stripped or battered nearly all

the flowers and knocked off spruce cones and foliage. About eight

o'clock in the evening of the same day, we had a heavy thunder

shower with a temperature of 48 degrees.

The mornings were very chilly, and the temperature was usually

about 42 degrees at 6:30 o'clock. The water in the stream registered

44 degrees, and a spring near by, 40 degrees. Mosquitoes and horse

flies were extremely abundant and made life miserable for the horses,

as their only relief was during the night and early morning before

the air became warm. Marmots, conies, pine squirrels, mantled

ground squirrels, chipmunks, and Uinta ground squirrels were all

abundant. Black bears and coyotes were numerous. The mink,

weasel, marten, and lynx occurred, as well as elk and moose.

The following list of plants collected at this station will give a

general impression of the flora.

Pinus flexilis James. Limber pine.

Picea engelmanni Parry. Engelmann spruce.

Phleum alpinum Linnaeus. Mountain timothy.

Trisetum spicatum (Linnaeus). Narrow false oat.

Festuca idahoensis Elmer. Fescus-grass.

Salix subcoeruka Piper. Blue willow.

Rumex paucifolius Nuttall. Tobacco-root.

Aquilegia caerulea albiflora A. Gray. Columbine.

Delphinium barbeyi Huth. Larkspur.

Clematis birsutissima Pursh. Vase-vine.

Kibes montigenum McClatchie. Swamp currant.

Potentilia filipes Rydberg. Cinquefoil.

Potentilla nuttallii Lehmann. Cinquefoil.

Lupinus parviflorus Nuttall. Lupine.

Hedysarum pabulare A. Nelson. Hedysarum.

Geranium viscosissimum Fischer and Meyer. Cranesbill.

Epilobium hornemannii Reichenbach. Hornemann Willow-herb.

Pyrola chlorantha Swartz. Wintergreen.

Vaccinium scoparium Leiberg. Grouseberry.

Gentiana elegans A. Nelson. Fringed gentian.

Gilia pulchella Douglas. Skyrocket.

Lappula subdecumbens Parry. Stickseed.
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Mertcnsia ciliata James. Lungwort.

Penstimon whippleanus A. Gray. Beard-tongue.

Mimulus guttatus DeCandolle. Langsdorff yellow monkey-flower.

Veronica wormskioldii Roemer and Schultes. Wormskiold speedwell.

Castilleja brunnescens Rydberg. Painted cup.

Castilleja lauta A. Nelson. Painted cup.

Orthocarpus tolmiei Hooker and Arnott. Owl's clover.

Pedicularis groenlandica Retzius. Little red elephant.

Plantago eriopoda Torrey. Saline plantain.

Sambucus melanocarpa A. Gray. Black-fruited elder.

Lonicera involucrata Banks. Swamp honeysuckle.

Valeriana edulis Nuttall. Tobacco-root.

Erigeron ursinus D. C. Eaton. Fleabane.

Helenium hoopesii A. Gray.

Achillea lanulosa Nuttall. Woolly yarrow.

Senecio serra Hooker.

Senecio triangularis Hooker. Groundsel.

On August 4 we returned to McDole's Ranch and on August 7

we left the State via Pinedale, Rock Springs (altitude 6261 feet),

Wamsutter (altitude 6707 feet), and Baggs, en route to New Mexico.

All of the 172 specimens of birds collected, as well as the plants

and mammals, are deposited in the Cleveland Museum of Natural

History. The birds are all listed under the species treated in the

following pages.

We wish to acknowledge the kind assistance and encouragement

of Dr. Harry C. Oberholser in the preparation of this paper, which

assistance included the identification of all the specimens of birds

collected; as well as to thank Mr. Paul Raborg, owner of the Dia-

mond Ranch at Chugwater, for courtesies extended; Mr. Robert S.

McDole of Daniel for very generous assistance in the field; and also

Mr. Ivar Tidestrom of Washington, D. C, for identification of the

plants.
ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS

Colymbus auritus Linnaeus. Horned Grebe.

We obtained one male on a small artificial pond a few miles north of Wheatland

on September 6, 1923, at the lower edge of the Transition Zone.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4501 cf Sept. 6, 1923.... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
318 Iris yellow with

reddish tint
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Ardea herodias treganzai Court. Treganza Great Blue Heron.

We observed a single bird in 1923 on September 13 in the Fall River Basin. On
July 24, 1927, we saw one along the Green River just below Kendall, standing on a

sand-bar among willows; also several standing in the flooded meadows around Pine-

dale on July 21 and August 17, 1927. Late on the evening of July 20, 1927, we saw

another individual following the Sweetwater River in Carbon County, about 50 miles

east of Lander.

Botaurus lentiginosis] (Montagu). American Bittern.

We have one record, a bird seen on September 17, 1923, at the McDole Ranch north

of Daniel.

Branta canadensis canadensis (Linnaeus). Canada Goose.

We saw small flocks on the Yellowstone Park lakes, on September 14 and 16, 1923.

The largest flock contained eight birds.

Glaucionetta islandica (Gmelin). Barrow Golden-eye.

On September 14, 1923, Fuller saw several on West Thumb Lake, Yellowstone Na-

tional Park. From July 26 to August 4, 1927, one bird we could always count on at

Waterdog Lake was the Barrow golden-eye. At least two individuals were always

on the lake, and occasionally two more would join them, coming probably from a

larger lake some half a mile to the east, as birds were seen to fly in from that direction

one afternoon and return later. The arrival of the visitors was always considered a

fine excuse for a frolic by the two permanent residents, who would forthwith execute

a series of mad dashes, dives, and duckings. After serenity had once more been estab-

lished, the four would settle down and preen themselves in the sunlight, and occa-

sionally would climb out on rocks that projected from the water near the northern

edge of the little lake. Usually they were to be seen swimming about leisurely on the

opposite side from the one on which we stood. Occasionally they swam close in shore

and garnered food by filtering water through their bills. Possibly they were feeding

on the small, scarlet crustaceans that abounded along the lake shore. Often the golden-

eyes executed long dives that kept them under the water for as long as half a minute.

We saw one bird rise to the surface with something in its bill which it proceeded to

swallow. As the lake was innocent of fish, the object may have been one of the big

salamanders that give the lake its name. Every time a duck hawk flew over, the ducks

put a good amount of water between themselves and the open air, gracing the bottom

of the lake for considerable stretches. When they did rise, they often permitted only

their bills, nostrils, and eyes to emerge, grebe-fashion. Towards nightfall they gravi-

tated to the middle of the lake.

Anas platyrhyncha platyrhyncha Linnaeus. Mallard.

This was by far the most numerous duck about Daniel. The region is one that

should satisfy the needs of the most fastidious duck. Large areas of the Green River

valley are crossed and banded by a maze of willow-shaded irrigation ditches, and

natural, sluggish, weed-margined streams. In addition to this, many of the meadows

are kept almost continually submerged, and one often finds streams of considerable
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volume flowing unconcernedly across highways and along or in paths shaded by low

trees. These flooded meadows are the daylight haunts of the mallard, for from the

center of such a morass he can easily watch the approach of winged or four-footed

enemies. Flocks of from 25 to 50 were not uncommon, and one flock contained more

than 100 birds. We saw a number of nearly full-grown young on the McDolc Ranch

early in August, 1927. The ranchers rarely kill birds except for food.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4502

4503
4504
4505

9
9
9

McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 10,1914

Oct. 1,1914

Oct. 1,1914

A. B. Fuller

mm.

Nettion carolinense (Gmelin). Green-winged Teal.

We saw a flock of about a dozen near Wheatland on September 6, 1923. In the

upper Green River valley this species is abundant, but is nevertheless outnumbered

by the mallard. It is more likely to frequent the steep-sided, shaded irrigation

ditches and leave the more exposed positions to the mallard; but we saw them together

several times. From August 4 to 7, 1927, on the McDole Ranch we found young birds

in all stages from about one-quarter grown to adults. The youngest, although far

from being able to fly, could scamper over the top of the water with astonishing

rapidity.

Querquedula discors (Linnaeus). Blue-winged Teal.

The only one we saw was near Daniel on the Green River on October 16, 1923.

bird had been wing-tipped and was unable to fly.

This

Mergus merganser americanus Cassin. American Merganser.

While returning from the Green River Lakes on July 24, 1927, we saw, on a steep-

sided rock in the middle of the Green River, three American mergansers preening and

sunning themselves, occasionally lying on their sides. During October and Novem-

ber, 1923, this bird was common on the Green River about Daniel.

Cathartes aura septentrionalis Wied. Turkey Vulture.

One was seen on August 31, 1923, at the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater, and a

number there, July 17 to 19, 1927. A few days later, July 20, 1927, we saw them at

Wheatland, Casper, and Alcova, as well. We noticed none in the Green River basin.

Cerchneis sparveria phalaena (Lesson). Desert Sparrow Hawk.

The desert sparrow hawk is locally abundant in southern Wyoming. In 1923,we
took one female at the Diamond Ranch, Chugwater, on August 30; and we saw a

number of others in this region. It was common also in the Hoback Mountains,

during our stay from September 25 to October 3, 1923, well up on the sides of the

mountains, where it preferred to the forest the open parks and talus slopes. Its favor-
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itc perch seemed to be either a dead tree or the tip-top of a tall evergreen. We often

saw it hunting over open grassy meadow-land, where pocket gopher mounds were very

abundant. On July 20, 1927, we noted the desert sparrow hawk at Wheatland, Casper,

and Alcova, near which towns fence-posts were its lookouts. Near Lander on July 21,

1927, we found it preying extensively on the big orange-brown crickets that infested

the meadows and gardens. We saw it also at Atlantic City in the Wind River Moun-
tains on July 21, 1927; and along Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains between

July 25 and August 4, 1927. A few individuals lived on the McDole Ranch near Daniel,

where we noted them, July 21, 1927. We last observed this little falcon on August 7,

1927, at the edge of the town of Wamsutter.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sci Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4547 9 Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Aug. 30, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.

Falco peregrinus anatum Bonaparte. Duck Hawk.

Only once in 1927 did we see a duck hawk out of the mountains, and then the bird

was within easy reach of them. We have one record of the bird from Eden, or rather

from a point a few miles to the east of the village, on August 7, 1927. In the Gros

Ventre Mountains we saw it frequently, July 26, August 1, 2, and 3, 1927. It kept

every bird smaller than itself in a constant state of terror. We saw two duck hawks

spend the better part of a half hour trying to catch Barrow golden-eyes at Waterdog

Lake, but their efforts were not crowned with success. Tiring of this sport the birds

pursued sandpipers about the little lake, but these seemingly weak flyers eluded them

by the most expert dodging. One hawk ended the hunt by catching a jay after pursuing

him into a spruce thicket. We saw the duck hawk strike at robins a number of times,

and saw it catch one. Usually two of these hawks hunted together.

Falco mexicanus Schlegel. Prairie Falcon.

Until we reached the Green River basin and valley we saw not a trace of the prairie

falcon. We met it first at Eden on July 21, 1927, after crossing the Wind River Range.

About Pinedale and Daniel this is a common bird, often to be seen coursing over

rolling, grassy hill or sage plain with swift, powerful wingbeats. We never saw it

in the mountains proper. We saw one bird strike at a jack-rabbit, which he missed.

At the McDole Ranch north of Daniel we observed the prairie falcon on July 21, 23,

and 24, and August 4, 5, and 7; and in the lower Twin Creek valley on the edge of

the Gros Ventre Mountains on August 4.

Aquila chrysaetos (Linnaeus). Golden Eagle.

This bird was observed on several occasions near Chugwater; around Daniel; in the

Gros Ventre Mountains; and in the Hoback Mountains during late September and

early October, 1923. At the Diamond Ranch, near Chugwater, Fuller had some

porcupine meat in a bucket immersed in the stream to keep it cool. One morning as

he was dipping a pail of water from the stream in the Diamond Water Gap, he suddenly
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stood up, startled by the sound of wind rushing through wings, in time to see an eagle

descending on set wings towards his porcupine. On seeing him the bird halted its

plunge and sped off downstream at high speed. Fuller had previously noted the loss

of some of the meat, so he placed the guilt on this bird. On October 27, 1923, we
saw a pair hunting on the McDole Ranch near Daniel. One was flying high, the other

low. The one secured had gorged himself on Richardson grouse. A ranchman

claimed that he saw one pick up a mallard in his meadow. Our guide spoke of this

eagle's great strength, evidenced when the bird happened to be caught in a coyote

trap.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4546 <? McDole Ranch, 12 m iles

north of Daniel

Oct. 27, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
864 Iris brown

Circus cyaneus hudsonius (Linnaeus). Marsh Hawk.

One of the most familiar birds of Wyoming is the marsh hawk. Every rolling

stretch of prairie, every bit of open desert is subject to its visitations. We did not see

it in the mountain forests, but it was abundant in the more open foothills. It disap-

pears from the Daniel region about October 15. We saw it strike at birds a number

of times, and at Chugwater noticed one eating a sparrow. We noted it in 1927 near

Cheyenne on July 17; near Casper and at Alcova on July 20; south of Pinedale, July 21;

in the foothills along lower Twin Creek, July 25 and August 4; at the McDole Ranch

north of Daniel, August 5, 6, and 7; and at Rock Springs on August 7.

Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte. Swainson Hawk.

On September 3, 1923, at the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater a flock of nine large

hawks congregated at dusk on the brow of a small hill. Their wariness prevented

an approach closer than 300 yards, but it seems certain that they belonged to this

species. In 1927 we saw a number of Swainson hawks, particularly along the roads

near Chugwater on July 19, and at Wheatland, July 20. We observed the species

near Alcova on July 20, 1927, and near Rock Springs, August 7, 1927; but the only

pair that we could certainly identify in the upper Green River valley was nesting, July

23 and 24, 1927, about 15 feet from the ground on some racks used for stacking hay

on the McDole Ranch 12 miles north of Daniel. Bole climbed up to the nest for the

purpose of obtaining pictures of the young birds, of which there were two. They

were about the size of pigeons and were covered with white and cream-colored down,

through which pin-feathers of the juvenal plumage were beginning to show. (See

Plate XIV.) The youngsters, as the head of the climber reached the level of the nest,

"reared," spread their wings, opened their mouths, and elevated the few feathers

their heads boasted; in which ferocious position they remained until no further cause

for alarm could be seen. As soon as the motion picture camera was operated, however,

they began leaping up and down with astonishing agility, giving vent to an occa-

sional hiss. They soon tired, however, and turned their backs on the camera. When
a hand was put into the nest, which was entirely free of any sort of dirt, they lunged
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at it viciously. The old birds appeared at this juncture, and one made three hair-

raising plunges at the head of the investigator, swerving only when less than two

feet away. When the climber retreated, the two old hawks followed overhead all

the way to the McDole ranch-house, some 500 yards away. The nest was made

entirely of sticks and the dried stems of coarse weeds. One of the adults was a dark-

plumaged bird, the other was in normal light phase, with chestnut throat.

Buteo borealis calurus Cassin. Western Red-tailed Hawk.

This is a very conspicuous bird in the Green River valley around Daniel. It appar-

ently depends for food to a considerable extent in this locality on the Uinta ground

squirrels (Citellas armatus), for as soon as these rodents hibernate, which they generally

do about the first of September, the western red-tail becomes scarce. In the valleys

about the base of Hoback Peak it was very plentiful in September and October, 1923;

and during the summer months it is a regular resident of the neighboring Gros Ventre

Mountains. One bird was seen with a ground squirrel as late as September 20, 1923,

although nearly all of these mammals had hibernated by that time. We saw the

western red-tailed hawk at different places around Chugwater, where it was, how-

ever, outnumbered by the Swainson hawk; as for instance at the Diamond Water Gap

on July 18, 1927. We observed it also a few miles north of Alcova on July 20, 1927;

at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, July 25; and at Waterdog Lake on July 27, 29,

and 31, and August 3 and 4 of the same year.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4544 9 im.

9
Sept. 11, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.

585

4545

Accipiter velox (Wilson). Sharp-shinned Hawk.

We saw this little hawk in the mountains only. On October 10, 1923, we saw one

in the Fall River Basin; and at Waterdog Lake the species was seen on July 29, August

2, 3, and 4, 1927. There we once saw one strike down and kill a Brewer blackbird;

and on August 2, in the same locality, we found one that had just killed a junco.

Whenever it appeared, which was usually in a pair, it was stormed by hummingbirds,

but usually it was attacked by no larger species, not even the warlike olive-sided

flycatcher. Once, however, when a sharp-shinned hawk flew within three feet of

the nest of an olive-sided flycatcher, both parents mobbed him, one of the birds attack-

ing the marauder and pulling feathers from his back. Once, too, we saw one of these

hawks strike at a young western robin which fled into a bush, the enemy after him;

but the female parent robin followed the hawk and beat him off.

Astur gentilis atricapillus (Wilson). American Goshawk.

We have only three records for this species. On October 4, 1923, one flew into our

Cliff Creek camp in hot pursuit of a Richardson grouse. On November 8, 1923, another
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bird appeared on Jack Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains, but would not tolerate

a close approach . A female was collected along Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Range

on November 10, 1914.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

9 Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 10, 1914... A. B. Fuller

mm.
Iris yellow; legs

greenish yellow

Centrocercus urophasianus (Bonaparte). Sage Grouse.

The stately sage grouse must either radically change its attitude towards man, or

face ultimate extermination in this region, although it is still the common grouse of

the sagebrush hills about Daniel. It is especially abundant in the upper Green River

valley and has played its part in the settling of the country. The young birds, before

they have become addicts to the leaves of sagebrush, furnish a dependable food supply

throughout the summer and fall. A full grown, hardened old sagecock is not always

palatable, but the young leave nothing to be desired, and are killed by the ranchmen

whenever they arc at hand. The sage grouse roam in companies that are ever becom-

ing smaller, and formerly would merely walk off with dignity as one approached.

Surviving sage grouse now squat, their coloration being identical with that of the

ground over which they wander. If approached too closely they leap into the air

with thundering wings, and move off with slow but powerful wingbeats. They

customarily make a trip to some water-hole morning and evening, but as irrigation

ditches afford better facilities, they like to stay near these, to their own undoing.

We found them more than once walking around after dark. In 1914, Fuller saw

hundreds of them flying toward willows along North Beaver Creek north of Daniel.

An eagle proved to be the cause, as whenever he passed over a given area all the grouse

would head for cover. They are beginning to regard man in the same light as eagles,

however, for in 1927 we found them much easier to approach in a car than on foot.

In this year we first noted them on July 20, in the vicinity of Alcova, Natrona County,

where we saw a family party of five. On July 24, 1927, we saw a female and four

half-grown chicks in the road near the Green River bridge at Daniel. Later in the

day the birds were all shot for dinner by a passing ranchman. Such is the fate of the

unwary sage grouse. It will, however, be many years before they are reduced even

to a condition of rarity in this district, as they are never killed for pleasure by the

ranchmen, and there is no slaughter of birds. The men say that the birds desert the

lofty, sage-covered Transition Zone plateaus of Carbon and Sublette counties in the

winter and retire to the almost uninhabited Red Desert. Local hunters admit that

the birds are ever on the decline, and certainly they are far less plentiful now than in

1914, except in regions such as the Eden district where ranches are almost non-existent

and water fit for human consumption is always "over the next ridge."



Sci. Pub.

50 The Cleveland Museum of Natural History Vol. I

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

mm.
4527 C? McDole Ranch, 12 miles

north of Daniel

Oct. 16, 1923... A. B. Fuller.... 635

4528 J Oct. 23, 1923 . .

.

546
4529 & Oct. 27, 1923... 699
4530 C? Oct. 27, 1923 . .

.

661

4531 & Oct. 27, 1923... 712
4532 <?

'•
Oct. 29, 1923 . .

.

737
4533 & Oct. 30, 1923 . .

.

4534 9 Oct. 15, 1923... 585 Iris hazel

4535 9 Oct. 16, 1923... 534
4536 9 McDole Ranch, 12 miles

north of Daniel
Oct. 23, 1923... 559

4537 9 Oct. 23, 1923... 559
4538 9 Oct. 23, 1923... 559
4539 9 Oct. 23, 1923 . .

.

534
4540 9 Oct. 23,1923... 546

Pedioecetes phasianellus columbianus (Ord). Columbian Sharp-tailed
Grouse.

This species occurs around Daniel and Pincdale in small and slowly diminishing

numbers. We killed several birds at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel in 1914,

but we failed even to see one on the two later trips. The ranchmen and hunters say

that it is not very common, but that its apparent rarity is due to its exceeding wari-

ness. It stays close to streams in the heavy willow thickets and is seldom seen.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4541 —juv.

—juv.

McDole Ranch, 12 m iles

north of Daniel

Oct. 7, 1914....

Oct. 7, 1914....

A. B. Fuller

mm.

Iris hazel

Iris hazel4542 A. B. Fuller

Bonasa umbellus umbelloides (Douglas). Gray Ruffed Grouse.

We saw four in one flock in Hoback Canyon north of Daniel on September 17,

1923, among the willows near the river. They were very tame. One near Willow

Creek was seen in heavy forest on September 28, 1923; and one was taken among the

willows near the Green River bridge at Daniel on October 16 of the same year. Two
were collected at dusk on October 17, 1923, near Fish Creek Slide in the foothills of

the Gros Ventre Mountains north of Daniel, where the birds had gone to roost in an

aspen grove sheltered by heavy forest about half way up the side of the foothills.

They were perched on the bare limbs in plain sight about eight feet from the ground,

facing the west. They proved to be a pair and their crops were crammed almost to the

bursting point with leaves. The species was obtained also at the McDole Ranch,

12 miles north of Daniel, on October 23, 1923.
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Specimens Collected
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C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number and age in flesh

4520 C? im. Hoback Canyon, north

of Daniel

Sept. 17, 1923... A. B. Fuller.... 356

4521 tf Oct. 16, 1923 . .

.

432 Iris hazel
4522' c? Fish Creek Slide, Gros

Ventre Mts.
Oct. 17, 1923... 419 Iris hazelj

4523 c? McDole Ranch, 12 miles

north of Daniel

Oct. 23, 1923... 445

4524 9 Fish Creek Slide, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Oct. 17, 1923 . .

.

407 Iris hazel

4525 9 Oct. 17, 1923...
"

407 Iris hazel

4526 —im. Hoback Canyon, north

of Daniel
Sept. 17,1923... 356

Dendragapus obscurus richardsonii (Douglas). Richardson Grouse.

In 1923 the blue grouse was very numerous in the region about the head of Willow

Creek in the northern part of the Wyoming Range known as the Hoback Mountains,

from September 25 to October 10. It was usually to be found on the sunny side of

the mountains, high up near the lower limit of the Hudsonian zone with its white-

barked pines. It seemed to spend considerable time in the trees feeding on the leaves

of the conifers, with which the crops of many of the birds were crammed. Some

contained leaves that looked like those of the bearberry. At dusk, we observed the

birds flying into the tall evergreens apparently to roost for the night. Usually when

flushed they would fly up into the low limbs of a tree close by and look curiously at

the intruder. Some would allow one to approach within a few feet before they flew

or walked away. Late one afternoon, while we were encamped on Cliff Creek near

Hoback Peak, October 5 to 10, 1923, one flew into camp pursued by a goshawk. It

eluded its enemy by flying into the low branches of a spruce and dropping suddenly

to the ground, where it crouched motionless. Our approach within three feet failed

to disturb the bird. During a blizzard, we flushed three individuals out of dense

conifers where they were roosting about 25 feet from the ground.

During the last week of July, 1927, we found a few around Waterdog Lake, but

they were neither as tame nor as numerous as they had been in the Hoback region

four years earlier. One bird was flushed from a pine matte at an elevation of 10,000

feet. She catapulted out from the matte and dropped nearly 300 feet over a cliff to

taller trees, stopping herself at the bottom by spreading wings and tail. The roar

of the air through her wings exceeded that made by the band-tailed pigeon in similar

descents. We found a female and at least six half grown young in some willows

beside the road, only a mile or so from South Pass, on the southeastern side of the

Wind River Mountains on July 21, 1927.
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Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number and age in flesh

4507 cf juv. Willow Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Sept. 25, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.

458 Iris hazel; bare

space over eye

dull orange
4508 <? Sept. 25,1923...

"
534

4509 C? Cliff Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Oct. 9,1923.... 483 Iris hazel; bare

space over eye

dirty orange
4510 & Oct. 10, 1923... 534 Iris hazel; bare

space over eye

dull orange
4511 & Oct. 10, 1923... 508
4512 d" Oct. 10, 1923... 483
4513 9 Willow Creek, Hoback

Mts.
Sept. 25, 1923... 458

4514 9 Sept. 25, 1923... 470 Iris hazel

4515 9 Sept. 25, 1923... 458
4516 9 Sept. 25, 1923... 458
4517 9 Sept. 26, 1923... 458
4518 9 Cliff Creek, Hoback

Mts.
Oct. 9,1923... 483

4519 9 Oct. 10, 1923 . • •

Podasocys montanus (J. K. Townsend). Mountain Plover.

On the still evening of August 7, 1927, just after the sun had set, we saw a flock of

seven birds flying across the very heart of the Red Desert. They flew around behind

the car, while we stopped, and then sped off over the sagebrush to the east of us,

with a swift, erratic flight, their gray forms standing out clearly against the purplish-

blue of the horizon. They were the last birds of any kind that we saw in Wyoming,

for we were only ten miles or less from the Colorado boundary south of Wamsutter,

near Baggs.

Oxyechus vociferus vociferus (Linnaeus). Killdebr.

We found this bird abundant wherever there was water, from Chugwater to the

Green River valley. It was very common in the wet meadows and along roads

around Pinedale on July 21 and August 7, 1927; and from July 27 to August 1, 1927,

individuals were continually dropping in on us at Waterdog Lake. They never

stayed long at the latter locality.

Capella gallinago delicata (Ord). Wilson Snipe.

We flushed three from the Newfork River near Daniel on October 16, 1923.

Actitis macularia (Linnaeus). Spotted Sandpiper.

We did not notice this bird until we started up Twin Creek into the Gros Ventre

Mountains on July 25, 1927. At several gravelly fords we saw it, and often it flut-

tered about over our heads, piping plaintively, as though it had young in the willow

thickets near by. At Waterdog Lake, from July 26 to August 4, 1927, there were

three pairs always on hand, and they seemed to be feeding on the little red crustaceans

that infest the lake, as these organisms colored their excrement. The birds often

chased each other about the lake, stopping here and there, on rock or pebbly shore,
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to teeter a few times. On August 2, 1927, we found a newly hatched chick along a

tributary stream.

Tringa solitaria cinnamomea (Brewster). Western Solitary Sandpiper.

A male taken on the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater on August 30, 1923, was

feeding in the water of a shallow stream.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4506 c? Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west

of Chugwater
Aug. 30, 1923 A. B. Fuller 223

Pisobia maculata (Vieillot). Pectoral Sandpiper.

One bird was found on the McDole Ranch, Daniel, September 17, 1923, in a small

area of marshland.

Steganopus tricolor Vieillot. Wilson Phalarope.

We saw a brightly colored female and duller male, both at a little roadside pool,

some ten miles south of Pinedale, on July 21, 1927.

Zenaidura macroura marginella (Woodhouse.) Western Mourning Dove.

The mourning dove is very abundant around Chugwater, especially near streams.

We saw one near Pinedale on October 16 and one on November 13, 1923, possibly

the same bird. It behaved queerly and may have been injured, although it was able

to fly. It was the only one observed at the time, but four years later, in 1927, we
noticed a few at Daniel on July 21. We saw the species also at Lander, July 20;

Alcova, July 20; Cheyenne, July 17; and Wheatland, July 20, 1927.

Streptoceryle alcyon alcyon (Linnaeus). Belted Kingfisher.

We have one record from our camp on the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater, dated

July 18, 1927. Elsewhere, we saw it only in the Green River valley, and there only

onJuly 21, 1927, in the immediate vicinity of Pinedale, where it was not very numerous.

The Pinedale record may refer to the western form, Streptoceryle alcyon caurina, but no

specimens were obtained.

Asio otus wilsonianus (Lesson). American Long-eared Owl.

One male taken at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel on October 23, 1923, was

perched in a grove of aspens near a spring.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4548 c? McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel
A. B. Fuller

mm.
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Asio flammeus flammeus (Pontoppidan). Short-eared Owl.

On September 18, 1923, a male was taken at the McDole Ranch near Daniel as he

sat on a fence-post near the edge of a meadow just at dusk, but no others were seen

by us during that year. In 1927, on July 21, we saw another in a similar position

near Lander. On August 4, 1927, we saw yet another in the woods along Twin Creek

in the Gros Ventre Mountains, but it was not far from a meadow. Our last record

was from Wamsutter, where a ground squirrel colony was being scrutinized by one

of these birds in the late afternoon of August 7, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4549 c? McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Sept. 18, 1923 A. B. Fuller, ...

mm.

Cryptoglaux acadica acadica (Gmelin). Saw-whet Owl.

Two of these birds were heard in the Hoback Mountains; one near Willow Creek

just at daybreak on September 27, 1923; and another along Cliff Creek in the Hoback

Mountains at daybreak during a drizzle on October 6 of the same year.

Bubo virginianus OCCidentalis Stone. Western Horned Owl.

We heard this bird on several nights at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater

from August 28 to September 8, 1923; and we flushed one from a sage thicket on the

side of a hill in broad daylight in the same locality on July 18, 1927. We heard this

species regularly in the Hoback Mountains, September 25 to October 10, 1923, where

it was numerous. Two males were obtained at the McDole Ranch, and one female

on Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4550

4551

4552

cf

9

McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Twin Creek, Gros Ventre Mts.

Oct. 31, 1923

Oct. 24, 1923
Nov. 12,1914

A. B. Fuller

mm.
559

559

Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea (Bonaparte). Burrowing Owl.

We saw this diurnal owl only in the southeastern corner of the state, where roadside

fences and posts furnished admirable lookouts. In 1923, Fuller saw one near Wheat-

land on September 6. In 1927, we saw a number around Chugwater, usually in

prairie dog towns, July 17 and 19; and one just south of Cheyenne on July 17. Still

another was observed near Alcova on July 20.

Phalaenoptilus nuttallii nuttallii (Audubon). Poor-will.

In eastern Wyoming the poor-will loves to haunt the little canyons that lead from

the margin of the Great Plains into the foothills of the Laramie Mountains. About
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the Diamond Ranch near Chugwatcr we heard it far more often than we saw it, and

indeed, were it not so fond of dusty roads, we might never have seen it at all. Its

soft note begins to be heard soon after sunset, and the plaintive chorus continues

until the last traces of day have gone. The bird, or rather its voice, is as much a

part of those semi-arid canyons as the sagebrush and the box elders that line the

water-courses of the canyon floors. The poor-will is also to be heard before sunrise;

but because of the numerous other vocalists then performing it is best remembered

as a Voice of the quiet evenings, a spirit of the sage-scented canyons. By daylight

the poor-will has become silent, and if we may judge from the single individual

flushed during the sunlit hours, it spends its days tucked away in the sagebrush of

the hillsides near its chosen canyon haunts. We saw the bird on July 18 and 19, at

the Diamond Water Gap and at Chugwater.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4563

4564

cf im.

9

Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west

of Chugwater
Sept. 5, 1923

Sept. 4,1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.

Chordeiles minor howelli Oberholser. Howell Nighthawk.

Although we saw this bird plying its erratic course high overhead on the Diamond

Ranch, July 17 and 18, and in Chugwater on July 19 and 20, during the windless

evenings, we met it most commonly along the highways during the day, where, for

want of trees, it sees fit to decorate the top of some fence-post. When disturbed it

flies off and perches on another. We saw it high in the Canadian Zone at Waterdog

Lake on July 27 and 29, and August 3 and 4, 1927. The Howell nighthawk was ob-

served in 1927 also at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, July 23, 24, and August 4;

also near Eden on July 21, 1927.

Aeronautes saxatalis (Woodhouse). White-throated Swift.

One female, taken on August 31, 1923, near some high cliffs on the Diamond Ranch

near Chugwater, is our only record.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4565 9 Diamond Ranch, 12

miles west of Chug-
water

Aug. 31, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
152.5 Iris dark hazel

Selasphorus rufus (Gmelin). Rufous Hummingbird.

This hummingbird was not nearly so common at Waterdog Lake, July 26 to August

4, 1927, as the broad-tailed species, but was even more combative. Moreover, its

pugnacity was not confined to its own tribe, for we witnessed a number of aerial duels
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between rufous and broad-tailed hummingbirds. How either species managed to

survive the hail-storms that so suddenly descend on these mountains is a mystery.

Selasphorus platycercus (Swainson). Broad-tailed Hummingbird.

This midget was very common about Waterdog Lake, July 26 to August 4, 1927,

and was always in evidence from sunrise till sunset. In the early morning it was the

custom of the birds to perch about the summits of dead conifers in and about camp,

preening themselves in the sunlight, little points of coppery-green iridescence. As

the day progressed, their activity increased, the fire-throated males performing wide

arcs before some unobservant female, as if swung on the end of some invisible, swift

pendulum. These antics were accompanied by a shrill noise which was amplified when

the bird was in hot pursuit of some intruding jay. The great number of females and

young seemed to indicate that nesting cares were over, and we failed to find any nests.

Picoides americanus tiorsalis Baird. Rocky Mountain Three-toed Wood-

pecker.

We saw a single individual of this species at Waterdog Lake on three different days,

July 30, August 1 and 2, 1927. Whether or not these records were of the same bird

we could not tell. Our only other record is a female obtained on Twin Creek in the

Gros Ventre Mountains on November 10, 1923-

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4556 9 Twin Creek, Gros Ventre Mts. Nov. 10, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
229

Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis Baird. Red-naped Sapsucker.

One female collected on September 18, 1923, was in the lower edge of the conifers

at the head of North Beaver Creek north of Daniel. Another was seen at the same

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4557 9 Head of North Beaver Creek,

McDole Ranch, 12 miles

north of Daniel

Sept. 18, 1923 , . A. B. Fuller

mm.
209.5

Sphyrapicus thyroideus nataliae (Malherbe). Rocky Mountain Sapsucker.

A single female obtained on September 30, 1923, on Willow Creek in the Hoback

Mountains is the only note that we have on this species.
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Specimens Collected
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C.M.N. H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4558 9 Willow Creek, Hoback
Mts..

Sept. 30, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
229 Iris hazel

Dryobates villosus monticola Anthony. Rocky Mountain Hairy Wood-

This hairy woodpecker was observed several times on both trips, in the Hoback

and Gros Ventre Mountains. One bird was taken at the McDole Ranch north of

Daniel on October 20, 1923, in the lower edge of the aspens; another on November 9,

1923, at Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Range on a high spruce-covered ridge; and still

another was taken on Willow Creek in the Hoback Range on October 2, 1923. Several

individuals were seen in the foothills of the Gros Ventre Mountains; and one bird

was noted at Waterdog Lake on August 2, 1927. It was not abundant in these local-

ities.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

4553 9 Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 9, 1923.... A. B. Fuller.... 242

4554 9 Willow Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Oct. 2,1923... 242 Iris hazel

4555 9 McDole Ranch, 12

miles north of Daniel

Oct. 20, 1923... 242

Melanerpes erythrocephalus erythrophthalmus Silloway. Western

Red-headed Woodpecker.

An immature specimen taken on September 6 near Wheatland, where it was follow-

ing a line of telephone poles, is our only record for 1923. Another bird was seen under

similar circumstances there on July 20, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4559 cf juv. Sept. 6, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.

242

Colaptes cafer collaris Vigors. Red-shafted Flicker.

Rather a common bird was this, especially around Chugwater, from August 28 to

September 8, 1923, and July 17 and 19, 1927. One female came to the stream at our

camp on the Diamond Ranch to drink, using the same stone for the purpose, on three

successive days, regularly at about ten in the morning. We saw a few individuals

in the Pincdale district, and a number in the Hoback Mountains between September
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25 and October 10, 1923, where we saw them feeding at ant-hills. We noted it also at

Waterdog Lake in the Gros Ventre Range, on July 28, 29, and 30, and August 1, 3,

and 4, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4560

4561

4562
9
9

Diamond Ranch, 12 miles

west of Chugwater

Cliff Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Sept. 1,1923....

Sept. 8, 1923....

Oct. 5, 1923....

A. B. Fuller.... 305

292

305

Iris red-brown

Iris deep red

Iris hazel

Tyrannus tyrannus (Linnaeus). Kingbird.

One bird held forth in the public camp-ground at Chugwater on July 19, in char-

acteristic kingbird style; we saw another on the top of a fence-post north of Wheatland,

July 20, 1927.

Tyrannus verticalis Say. Arkansas Kingbird.

This species was not uncommon about Chugwater on July 17 and 19, 1927, but

we did not see it in the foothills only a few miles away. Many were also observed

about Wheatland on July 20, 1927. They were partial to telegraph poles and fence-

posts along the roads.

Sayornis sayus sayus (Bonaparte). Say Phoebe.

The Say phoebe was common about Chugwater and at the Diamond Ranch 12 miles

west, from August 28 to September 8, 1923, but it was seen only once at McDole's

Ranch near Daniel, on a sage-covered hill above a meadow at an elevation of about

8000 feet between July 21 and 24, 1927. A little later another was seen along Twin

Creek, at the edge of the Gros Ventre Mountains, in rolling, semi-arid country.

Lastly, the bird was seen at Eden, Wyoming, about 60 miles north of Rock Springs,

on August 7, 1927. At all four of these places the climatic conditions were arid. The

bird was seen in no part of the Hoback, Gros Ventre, or Wind River mountains.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex

and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4566

4567

$ juv.

—juv.

Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 31,1923...

Sept. 1,1923....

A. B. Fuller....

mm.
184.5

178

Iris very dark hazel

Empidonax difficilis difficilis Baird. Western Flycatcher.

One female was taken at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater on August 29,

1923. The species was again seen at the Diamond Ranch on July 18, 1927; and near

Wheatland on July 19 and 20 of the same year.
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Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

mm.

4568 9 juv. Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west

of Chugwater
Aug. 29, 1923 A. B. Fuller 137

Empidonax wrightii Baird. Wright Flycatcher.

At Waterdog Lake in the Gros Ventre Mountains a pair of these little flycatchers

appeared one day about the last of July, 1927, but not again. For about 20 minutes

they caught insects about camp, and the big green-headed horse-flies were not too

large to escape their attention.

Myiochanes richardsonii richardsonii (Swainson). Western Wood Pewee.

A pair was taken on September 1, 1923, at the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater;

and the bird was often seen at the same locality from July 17 to 19, 1927. It fre-

quented the box elders along streams, often sallying forth in pursuit of insects in true

flycatcher style. It was rather wary. One bird was noted in willows along an

irrigation ditch near Daniel on August 5 of the same year.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4569

4570

C? juv.

9 juv.

Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Sept. 1,1923

Sept. 1,1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.

146.5

152.5

Nuttallornis borealis majorinus Bangs and Penard. Western Olive-sided
Flycatcher.

We saw but four individuals of this flycatcher during our stay in Wyoming. One

pair held forth during the summer months of 1927 about a little meadow on Twin

Creek, near Waterdog Lake; the birds of the other pair were almost pets of ours, nest-

ing as they did in a tree over our tent, where we camped at Waterdog Lake, from

July 26 to August 4, 1927. We watched these fellow-campers from dawn till dusk,

for nearly ten days, and never did they fail to interest or amuse us. Their home was

a spruce, one whose only claim to life lay in two or three short green branches near

its summit. On the lowermost of these, some 30 feet above the ground, the olive-

sided pair had constructed their nest. The tree was theirs; it could scarcely accom-

modate another nest, and was by no means luxuriant enough to afford more than the

most mediocre protection against the elements. There had obviously been no attempt

at concealment. The nest was observable only from beneath, as a tall tree lay incon-

veniently between it and the steep hill near by, from which we could certainly have

peered into the nest had this tree been absent. From our point of view, the nest
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appeared to consist of a heap of moss that had been piled upon a rude platform of

sticks; but we later found reason to believe that it was of more solid and substantial

construction than appeared from below.

The three-syllabled call of the birds, accented on the last note, was uttered at all

times, from early morning till sunset. Before sunrise we heard the adults in their

dead, sear citadel, and they greeted the approach of day by preening themselves on

the topmost twig a few feet above their nest. One bird, presumably the male, would

occasionally launch himself out into the morning sun and go through a series of odd

flutterings not unlike those performed by the kingbird.

After the first half-hour of sunlight, which sufficed to waken the insect world, both

flycatchers would set about the business in hand, the capture of their prey. At this

they were as adept as any of their relatives, and like most of them, could see and catch

insects far smaller than we could make out even with field-glasses. Each capture

was made after a short dash and still briefer, hovering soar; or if the quarry were agile

and erratic in its flights, the flycatcher would twist and turn in mid-air until the

victim was caught. Small insects were often eaten in space, but rarely did the bird

fail to return to some convenient spruce top to reconnoiter. Large insects were usually

taken to some such perch directly and then eaten. The immediate capture was usually

preceded and followed by vigorous snappings of the bill. Even while astride the top

of some conifer, the bird was far from at rest. A turn of the head was usually accom-

panied by a twist or twitch of the tail, and the bird was continually elevating or

depressing the feathers on the crown and back of the head.

In the midst of some such flycatching activity, however, behold, an enemy appears

:

a jay, or perhaps a hawk or Clarke nutcracker. The birds of our pair suddenly become

winged furies, and attack with complete abandon. To the camp-robbers they were

evidently fearful corsairs, for a flight of one of these jays across the glade by our camp

was always completed with as much haste as possible, and the appearance of one or

both flycatchers increased this immensely. The jays were not always able to cross

unmolested, and if once overtaken, they were always forced to surrender a toll of

feathers. Once the nesting pair attacked a black-headed jay and followed him into

a thicket. Often one of them would mount high in air to annoy some passing Buteo,

but they usually bothered the duck hawks and sharp-shinned hawks only when their

nest was approached. These flycatchers paid no attention to birds of their own size

or smaller unless such tried to alight in the dead spruce sacred to their nest. Hum-
mingbirds, however, were always unmolested. Perhaps the tyrant was out-tyranted

!

Their ferocity increased when the young birds hatched, which happened about Aug-

ust 1, as we saw them take no food to the nest before that morning. On that same

day, too, the mother bird stayed on her nest during a lashing hail storm that destroyed

nearly every flower near by; but the inch-thick pellets failed to injure either the old

birds or the young, as on the following morning we saw both adults bring horse-flies

to the nest, where they were relieved of their catch. Later in the day I noticed one

parent adding a few sticks to the nest, perhaps repairing some damage inflicted by

the storm of the previous evening. How the female bird on her nest, standing with

wings outstretched, could have saved herself and her young from destruction must

ever remain a mystery.
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Although we saw the olive-sided flycatcher in but one small region in the Gros

Ventre Range, we feel, on account of our intimate experience with this pair, that

we know it better than almost any other Wyoming bird.

Otocoris alpestris leucolaema (Coues). Desert Horned Lark.

A female taken at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater on August 30, 1923, in

the same flock with Otocoris alpestris enthymia, was identified by Dr. Oberholser. In

the Green River valley the horned larks are not so common, but they were regularly

noted by us from Daniel to Rock Springs on August 7, 1927; around Eden on July 21

and August 7, 1927; at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, July 22 and 23; and south

of Wamsutter near the Colorado state line, on August 7 of the same year.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4571 9 im. Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Aug. 30, 1923 A. B. Fuller
,

,.

mm.

159

Otocoris alpestris enthymia Oberholser. Saskatchewan Horned Lark.

Horned larks of at least two forms fairly swarm in eastern Wyoming, being abund-

ant alike in meadow, dry pasture, and on arid hillside. They squat in the road until

a motor car is almost upon them, then flutter off to one side, uttering their plaintive

call. This horned lark was observed at Chugwater on July 17, 19, and 20; and at

Wheatland on July 20, 1927. Specimens of the present race were collected on the

Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4572

4573

4574

cf

9
9

Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of

Chugwater

Sept. 6,1923....

Aug. 30, 1923...

Aug. 30, 1923...

A. B. Fuller.... 187.5

165.5

165.5

Iris hazel

Iris hazel

Petrochelidon albifrons albifrons (Rafinesque). Cliff Swallow.

The cliff swallow was fairly common locally throughout the southern half of

Wyoming. At the Diamond Water Gap near Chugwater it was abundant. It would

come down to drink from the brook in the late afternoon, swooping and dipping

against the current. During the last two weeks of July, 1927, several pairs were

nesting under the eaves of buildings on the McDole Ranch north of Daniel. We
noted individuals flying over the Platte River where it cuts through the Clear Creek

Mountains south of Casper on July 20, 1927; and on other dates also flying over North

Beaver Creek at the McDole Ranch and over the Green River near Daniel on July 24,

1927. About a quarter of a mile below camp at Waterdog Lake, July 26 to August 4,
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1927, there was a colony of these birds. There were 306 nests in all, closely packed

together, on the under side of an overhanging ledge. (See Plate XV.) The nests

were flask-shaped, with the entrances pointing slightly downwards. They were

constructed of mud nodules cemented together, and each nest was glued to the cliff

face. (See Plate XVI.) From two or three nests bits of dried grass projected, but

in the very few that were low enough to permit examination we found only a few

feathers. The rocky, uneven ground below the colony was dung-covered, and on it

wc noted a quantity of dead birds, infested with large purplish parasites. Upon our

approach the parents forsook their nests and flew about the cliff, uttering a plaintive

nasal alarm note. A few plunged at the intruders, and a greater number flew about

overhead, but the majority did not pay much attention. If we remained still for a

moment, they would begin to return to the colony. The birds occupied the colony

continuously during our stay from July 26 to August 4.

We saw one cliff swallow catch a big horse-fly in camp. Others were continually

skimming the wet, grassy marsh at the edge of Waterdog Lake.

Hirundo rustica erythrogastris Boddaert. Barn Swallow

On August 5, 1927, we saw barn swallows at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel,

our only record.

Tachycineta thalassina lepida Mearns. Northern Violet-green Swallow.

We observed a large flock of these swallows in the Clear Creek Mountains, south of

Casper on July 20, 1927. Elsewhere we did not meet with the species.

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis (Audubon). Rough-winged Swallow.

A few individuals were seen near Rock Springs along a dry wash with steep banks

on August 7, 1927.

Corvus corax sinuatus Wagler. Mexican Raven.

This big croaking bird was not uncommon about Pinedale in October, 1923, and on

July 21 and August 7, 1927. It evidently plays the part of scavenger, as not far away

in the Gros Ventre Mountains, about 50 individuals were found feeding on an elk

carcass.

Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis Ridgway. Western Crow.

In the autumn of 1914 and of 1923 the western crow was rather uncommon in the

upper Green River valley, but was much more in evidence during July and August,

1927. Ranchmen say that the bird is becoming more numerous. The only specimen

that we were able to secure was a dead bird found near Pinedale on October 16, 1923.

A small flock of western crows was seen by us on July 20, 1927, along the North Platte

River, where this stream cuts through the Clear Creek Mountains south of Casper.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4594 d" Oct. 16, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
458
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Nucifraga Columbiana (Wilson). Clarke Nutcracker.

The Clarke nutcracker was seen by us occasionally down to the lower limits of

timber, but the species reaches its greatest abundance on the high wind-swept ridges

at or above timberline in both the Hoback and Gros Ventre Mountains. We saw it

on July 25, 1927, some four miles below Waterdog Lake on Twin Creek. On several

occasions we noted it about our camp at the lake itself and heard it still oftener, July

26 to 30, and August 1 to 3, 1927. It was observed also at the McDole Ranch north

of Daniel.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4595 J1

<?

9

McDole Ranch, 12
miles north of Daniel

Cliff Creek, Hoback
Mts.

McDole Ranch, 12

miles north of Daniel

Oct. 24, 1923...

Oct. 6, 1923....

Oct. 24, 1923...

A. B. Fuller

mm.

4596

4597

305

305

Iris dark hazel

Pica pica hudsonia (Sabine). American Magpie.

The American magpie was common wherever we went in Wyoming, provided we
stayed below the Canadian Zone. In the rich meadows about Pinedale, on July 21

and August 7, 1927, where to some extent it kept company with western crows and

Mexican ravens, it was particularly abundant; and it was in evidence wherever man
had initiated some sort of cultivation in the Green River valley below Pinedale.

We saw it at Eden on August 7, 1927. In the eastern part of the state, we noticed it

frequenting pastures and even barnyards. A number were noted about the Diamond
Ranch, west of Chugwater in September, 1923, and on July 19, 1927. It was observed

also at Wheatland on July 20, 1927; and along the North Platte River north of Wheat,

land on the same day.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

Number and age

mm.

4575 <? McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 16, 1923 .

,

A. B. Fuller 508

4576 d" Oct. 16, 1923
"

4577 9juv. Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Sept. 4, 1923 458

4578 9un. Sept. 7, 1923 451

4579 9JUT.
"

Sept. 7, 1923
"

451
4580 9 McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel
Oct. 26, 1923

Cyanocitta stelleri annectens (Baird). Black-headed Jay.

This jay was observed by us along Willow Creek in the Hoback Mountains dur-

ing our stay there from September 25 to October 4, 1923; on Cliff Creek in the same
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range from October 5 to 10, 1923; and on Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains

between November 4 and 13, 1923. Specimens obtained at all these localities are

fairly typical of Cyanocitta stelleri annectens. The species was observed also at Waterdog

Lake on July 26 and August 3, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

mm.
4581 d1 Cliff Creek, Hoback

Mts.
Oct. 6, 1923 .... A. B. Fuller.... 330 Iris hazel

4582 cf Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 9, 1923.... 330

4583 9 Willow Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Sept. 28, 1923... 330

4584 9 Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 9, 1923.... 330

4585 9 Nov. 9, 1923....

Perisoreus canadensis capitalis Ridgway. Rocky Mountain Jay.

The noisy camp-robber never quite lived up to his name while we were at Waterdog

Lake in the Gros Ventre Mountains, July 26 to August 4, 1927, but was always abund-

ant and usually in trouble with the other birds. Whether skulking amongst the

branches of pine or fir, or flying straight and slowly across some forest glade, he is

always interesting. We found his curiosity boundless and his vocabulary immense.

He pecked away at our small mammal carcasses, but as time changed these delicacies

into maggot strongholds he lost interest in them. He and his kind were never per-

mitted to stay long in our camp, for over it a pair of belligerent olive-sided flycatchers

was nesting. We never observed him committing any act of offense during our stay

at Waterdog Lake from July 26 to August 4, 1927, but the invariable reaction of other

birds when in his presence led us easily to suspect that the camp-robber is not wholly

blameless. We encountered him on July 24, 1927, around the Green River Lakes in

the Wind River Range, and a few days earlier about South Pass in the same chain of

peaks. In 1914 he was abundant in the Hoback Mountains; and in 1923, during

September and October, about the McDole Ranch, north of Daniel.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

mm.
4586 C? McDole Ranch, 12

miles north of Daniel

Oct. 24, 1923... A. B. Fuller.... 279.5

4587 c? Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 9,1923.... 292

4588 d" McDole Ranch, 12

miles north of Daniel

Oct. 24, 1923... 298.5

4589 c? Sept. 14,1923...

4590 9 Sept. 18,1923... 279.5

4591 9 Oct. 24, 1923 . .

.

292
4592 9(0 Cliff Creek, Hoback

Mts.
Oct. 8, 1923 .... 292 Iris hazel

4593 9(0 Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Nov. 10,1923... 292
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Penthestes gambeli gambeli (Ridgway). Mountain Chickadee.

Unlike the following species, Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis, which seemed to

be content so long as it could avail itself of willow thickets or cottonwood groves,

we found the mountain chickadee more frequently in the "tall timber," where it

traveled in companies of from 5 to 50 or more birds. We did see it, however, about

the McDole Ranch north of Daniel in September and October, 1923. We observed it

also on Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains, November 4 to 13 of the same

year. It is curious and confiding, as most of the titmouse tribe are, and would often go

through its gymnastics on the end of a pine branchlet only a few feet from us. Its

notes seemed similar to those of our eastern black-capped chickadee. We saw it at

Waterdog Lake in the Gros Ventre Mountains on July 28 and 30, and August 3, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4664

4665

4666
c?

&

9

McDole Ranch, 12

miles north ofDaniel

Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

McDole Ranch, 12

miles north ofDaniel

Twin Creek, Gros
Ventre Mts.

Oct. 17, 1923...

Oct. 17, 1923...

Nov. 8, 1923....

Sept. 18, 1923...

Nov. 11, 1923...

A. B. Fuller....

mm.
133.5

133.5

4667

4668

127

127

Iris hazel

Penthestes atricapillus septentrionalis (Harris). Long-tailed Chickadee.

This bird was common in the willows along the Green River around Daniel; at the

McDole Ranch in October and November, 1923; and also fairly so up into the Canadian

Zone evergreens of the Gros Ventre Mountains, where we often found a few individ-

uals in company with Penthestes gambeli gambeli.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

Number

mm.
4657 cf Daniel Oct. 16, 1923 A. B. Fuller

4658 cf McDole Ranch, 12 miles north
of Daniel

Oct. 25, 1923 ... 140

4659 9 Oct. 16, 1923 A. B. Fuller 140
4660 9 Oct. 16, 1923 140

4661 9 McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 25, 1923 . . 127

4662 9 Oct. 25, 1923
"

127

4663 9 Oct. 30, 1923 127

Sitta carolinensis nelsoni Mearns. Rocky Mountain Nuthatch.

We took a female on November 9 and another on November 10, 1923, on Twin
Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains. We saw the bird there, at Waterdog Lake,

July 30 and 31, 1927, but did not find it abundant.
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Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sci
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in 8csh

4655
4656 9 im.

Twin Creek, Gros Ventre Mts. Nov. 10, 1923
Nov. 9, 1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.

152.5

152.5

Certhia familiaris montana Ridgway. Rocky Mountain Creeper.

We saw several creepers both in the Hoback Mountains, between September 25 and

October 10, 1923, and in the Gros Ventre Mountains where the species seemed to pre-

fer the upper reaches of the Canadian Zone around Waterdog Lake.

Cinclus mexicanus unicolor Bonaparte. American Dipper.

The American dipper was very numerous on Cliff Creek near Hoback Peak, October

5 to 10, 1923; but was not so common from November 4 to 13, 1923, on Twin Creek

some 20 miles away, at the head of which we secured one specimen. We saw one

on North Beaver Creek also.

Specimens Collected

CM.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4642

4643
4644

4645

cj
1 im.

cf im.

cf im.

c?

9

—im.

Cliff Creek, Hoback
Mts.

McDole Ranch, 12
miles north of Daniel

Cliff Creek, Hoback
Mts.

Head of Twin Creek,

Gros Ventre Mts.

Oct. 5, 1923 . .

.

Oct. 8, 1923 . .

.

Oct. 9, 1923 . .

.

Oct. 30, 1923 . .

.

Oct. 7, 1923 . .

.

Nov. 9, 1923....

A. B. Fuller....

mm.

184.5

203

203

Iris hazel

Iris hazel

Iris hazel

4646

4647 190.5

Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus (Say). Rock Wren.

At the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater, from August 28 to September 8, 1923,

and from July 17 to 19, 1927, this big wren was very abundant, preferring the rocky

canyon walls to the brush and the meadowed valley floors. We do not remember seeing

it once in a region with any vegetation more pretentious than sage. It was wary,

and our usual view of it would come as it half flew, half ran over the steep, rocky

face of some hillside. Near Wamsutter, in the southwestern part of the state, on

August 7, 1927, we found the bird in similar habitats, often far from water, and in

places almost bare of even sagebrush.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4652 c? Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of
Chugwater

Aug. 30, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
149.5 Iris hazel
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Troglodytes aedon parkmanii Audubon. Western House Wren.

We found this species in the thick brush along the stream on the Diamond Ranch,

Chugwater, where we collected one male on August 29 and another on September 1,

1923. It was abundant there and all around Chugwater on July 17, 18, 19, and 20,

1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

0" Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 29, 1923...

Sept. 1,1923... .

A. B. Fuller

mm.

4654 133.5

Toxostoma rufa (Linnaeus). Brown Thrasher.

We secured two specimens near camp at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater

on August 30, 1923. We saw the bird here again on July 19, 1927, and observed it a

few miles to the north as well, at Wheatland, July 20, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4650

4651

9

JUT.

Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 30,1923...

Aug. 30, 1923...

A. B. Fuller....

mm.

282.5

279.5

Iris yellow

Iris straw

Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus). Catbird.

Two or three times we caught a glimpse of this bird in the thick brush along the

stream at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater, both in 1923, between August 28

and September 8, and in 1927 on July 18 and 19. On July 21, 1927, we saw an adult

pair and three newly-fledged young, the young birds barely able to fly, at the camp-

ground in Lander.

Oreoscoptes montanus (Townsend). Sage Thrasher.

A male taken on August 31, 1923, and a female on the following day, both at the

Diamond Ranch near Chugwater, were the only specimens collected; but the species

was numerous among the sage bushes around Daniel. We noted it on July 20, 1927,

far from water, 60 miles east of Lander in the desert in Carbon County. We saw it

also about Pinedale in the middle Green River valley on July 21 of the same year. It

was usually difficult to approach.
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Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4648

4649

C? JUT.

9

Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of
Chugwater

Aug. 31, 1923...

Sept. 1,1923....

A. B. Fuller.... 213

203

Iris dull grayish

yellow

Iris yellow

Myadestes townsendi (Audubon). Townsend Solitaire.

We met with only two individuals of this species, both on the 1923 trip. The first

one we obtained on September 11 on the sagebrush prairie near Eden. The second we

saw on October 1 in the Hoback Mountains, near the head of Willow Creek.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4669 9 Sept. 11, 1923 , , . A. B. Fuller

mm.

Sialia currucoides (Bechstein). Mountain Bluebird.

This fine bird spends its summers in a realm of snow, rocks, and tiny flowers, above

the highest limit of white-barked and limber pines. Its bird companions are leuco-

stictes, but it rarely associates with them. On August 3 we observed large numbers

in the Gros Ventre Mountains, particularly on Tosi Peak above our camp at Waterdog

Lake, from July 26 to August 4, where they seemed to be feeding on a small fly that

was particularly abundant. Although numerous, the birds tended to keep to family

groups of six or seven. On more than one occasion we saw little companies working

over sunlit snowbanks, where the intensity of their blue coloration affected the snow

beneath them, giving the spot over which the birds were standing a pale but plainly

visible blueness. On October 23, 1923 we collected one male at the McDole Ranch,

near Daniel, from a flock of three.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4672 cf im. McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 23,1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.

178

Sialia mexicana bairdi Ridgway. Chestnut-backed Bluebird.

We saw a small flock of this species just north of Cheyenne on July 17, 1927. Else-

where we noted the bird's presence only in the upper Green River valley about Pine-

dale, July 21 and August 6, 1927, and Daniel, where it was not uncommon. About
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the McDole Ranch near the latter town it was exceedingly tame, having evidently

nested in a hollow fence-post near the ranch-house, in which we found feathers of the

bird. At the time of our visit on July 22, 1927, the young birds were adepts at fly-

catching. At the McDole Ranch we frequently noted this bluebird daily from July

22 to 25, and August 4 to 6, 1927, hovering over grassy meadows, into which it would

drop, and then emerge a few moments later. It was an inveterate flycatcher wherever

observed. The males were not singing.

Turdus migratorius migratorius Linnaeus. American Robin.

A single adult female was collected near the Green River above Daniel on October

27, 1923. It is in fresh autumn plumage, and is practically typical of the eastern race.

It represents the first authentic record of this form for Wyoming. The identification

was verified by Dr. Oberholser.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

9 Oct. 27, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
248

Turdus migratorius propinquus Ridgway. Western Robin.

The western robin was completely at home in the foothills of the Laramie Moun-

tains, semi-arid though they are, but we did not see it at any distance from water.

In the western part of the state where the Upper Austral Zone is desert, this bird is

to be found at higher elevations only. Along Cliff Creek in the Hoback Mountains

in 1923 it was still flocking as late as October 6. The western robin is an abundant

summer resident in the Transition and Canadian zones of the Green River watershed,

and we saw it nearly every day while we were in the Daniel region from July 21 to 24,

and August 4 to 7, 1927; in the Gros Ventre Mountains at Waterdog Lake, July 26 to

August 4; and in the Twin Creek basin, July 25 and 26, 1927. We found it at the

Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater, during our stay there from August 28 to Septem-

ber 28, 1923. One adult male collected there on August 28, 1923, was in fresh fall

plumage except the head and neck, which were only partly molted into the new
plumage, and some of the wing- and tail-feathers which were still in process of molt.

We saw the robin also at Wheatland, in cultivated Upper Austral Zone farmland,

July 20, 1927; near Alcova, in Upper Austral mountainous country along the North

Platte River on July 20, 1927; and in the Transition Zone around Lander, July 21, 1927.

The birds were singing at all these places visited during 1927. In the same year it

was found at Chugwater on July 20; at the Diamond Water Gap, 12 miles west of that

place, on July 18 and 19; and at the Green River Lakes on July 24.

Spe:imens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4670 c? Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Aug. 29, 1923.... A. B. Fuller , ,

mm.
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Corthylio calendula calendula (Linnaeus). Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

There were several of these elves about Waterdog Lake on August 1 and 4, 1927,

and the males were singing. They were expert flycatchers.

Bombycilla garrula pallidiceps Reichenow. American Waxwing.

We secured one bird from a flock of about 25 which flew past us on North Beaver

Creek near Daniel, about a mile above the Roy Ranch, October 30, 1923, but we saw

no others.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4629 9 North Beaver Creek, McDole
Ranch, 12 miles north of

Daniel

Oct. 30, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
190.5

Lanius ludovicianus excubitorides Swainson. White-rumped Shrike.

At the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater on August 31, 1923, we took an adult

male and three birds just fledged. The old bird behaved as though he was still feeding

the young, although they looked able to shift for themselves. In 1927, we saw the

white-rumped shrike at Chugwater, July 17 to 19; at Alcova, July 20; in the Clear

Creek Range, July 20; at Lander, July 21; and at Eden in the Green River valley on

July 21.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number and age in flesh

4630 <? Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 31, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.

216 Iris dark hazel

4631 9 juv. Aug. 31,1923... 197 Iris dark hazel

4632 9 juv. Aug. 31, 1923... 216 Iris dark hazel;

base of lower
mandible light

4633 — juv. Aug. 31, 1923... 203 Iris dark hazel

Vireosylva gilva swainsonii (Baird). Western Warbling Vireo.

We collected two males and a female in a box elder close to camp at the Diamond

Water Gap near Chugwater, on September 1, 1923; but we saw no others.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex

and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4634

4635
4636

c?

9 juv.

Diamond Water Gap,
near Chugwater

"

Sept. 1,1923....

Sept. 1,1923....

Sept. 1,1923..

A. B. Fuller....

mm.

133.5

127

133.5

Iris black

Iris black

Iris black
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Icteria virens longicauda Lawrence. Long-tailed Chat.

The long-tailed chat was common on brushy hills about Chugwater, where it was

noted on July 18, 1927; but it was not elsewhere observed.

Wilsonia pusilla pileolata (Pallas). Pileolated Warbler.

We secured a male on September 1, 1923 and another on September 6, in the box

elders along the creek in the Diamond Water Gap. In 1927 three birds put in an ap-

pearance at our Waterdog Lake camp as we were packing up to leave on August 4.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4640

4641

d" Diamond Water Gap, near

Chugwater
Sept. 1, 1923

Sept. 6,1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.
124

117.5

Oporornis tolmiei (Townsend). MacGillivray Warbler.

A male taken on September 1, 1923, in a box elder tree near camp in the Diamond

Water Gap was the only one seen.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4639 <? Diamond Water Gap, near

Chugwater
Sept. 1,1923 A. B. Fuller ,

mm.
133.5

Dendroica auduboni memorabilia Oberholser. Rocky Mountain Audubon
Warbler.

We shot a female on September 18, 1923, at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel

near the lower edge of the conifers, from one of which she was calling. On August 1,

1927, near Waterdog Lake, we saw a female with three young birds able to fly well.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4638 9 McDole Ranch, 12
miles north of Daniel

Sept. 18, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
133.5 Iris hazel

Dendroica aestiva morcomi Coale. Western Yellow Warbler.

The Cleveland Museum specimen was taken on the brush-fringed stream just below

the ranch house on the Diamond Ranch, west of Chugwater, on August 29, 1923. In

1927 we found the western yellow warbler numerous in the same general region from

July 17 to 19. On July 21, 1927, we saw it in willows along the Green River, where
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this stream issues from the Wind River Mountains. On the following day we fre-

quently noted the bird along the willow-fringed banks of North Beaver Creek, near

Daniel.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4637 <? Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west

of Chugwater
Aug. 29,1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.

Vermivora celata orestera Oberholser. Rocky Mountain Orange-crowned

Warbler.

The Rocky Mountain orange-crowned warbler was fairly common about Waterdog

Lake, where we observed it on July 30 and August 1, 1927. It came through camp in

little companies, ransacking every twig of evergreen on which it stopped.

Euphagus cyanocephalus cyanocephalus (Wagler). Brewer Blackbird.

This bird comes close to being Wyoming's most widely distributed bird citizen.

The Brewer blackbird, so far as we could see, showed a distinct preference for the

vicinity of man. It was always in evidence about ranches, in July, 1927, from Chug-

water to Casper, and from Casper to the Green River Valley. In 1927 it was observed

at the following localities: about Cheyenne, July 17; at Chugwater, July 17, 19, and

20; at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater, July 17, 18, and 19; Wheatland, Casper,

and along the North Platte River north of Wheatland, July 20; Lander, July 20 to 21;

Daniel, July 21; Eden and Pinedale, July 21 and August 7; and the McDole Ranch,

12 miles north of Daniel, July 23 to 25, August 4, 6, and 7. It is to be found off the

beaten trail, however, as we saw it in isolated pairs in the canyons at the foot of the

Laramie Mountains west of Chugwater, July 18, 1927, and in the Twin Creek Basin,

July 26. Individuals often dropped into camp by threes and fours about Waterdog

Lake, on July 30 and August 1, 2, 3, and 4 of the same year. We met a number of

them, likewise, in desert areas in the region south of Wamsutter and a few miles

north of Baggs on August 7, 1927. In 1923 the bird was still to be seen near Chug-

water on September 6, and one found singing in a small yellow pine proved to be a

male with traces of albinism. The species was then, as in 1927, very numerous about

the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, and in 1923 was last noted there on October 11.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

mm.
4600 c? Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of

Chugwater

Sept. 6, 1923.... A. B. Fuller.... 248 Iris straw

4601 Cf juv. McDole Ranch, 12 miles

north of Daniel

Sept. 21, 1923... A. B. Fuller.... 248 Iris pale yellow

4602 d" im. Sept. 21,1923... 248 Iris pale yellow

4603 9 Sept. 18, 1923... 229
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Icterus bullockii bullockii (Swainson). Bullock Oriole.

A pair of Bullock orioles was nesting in a narrow-leaved cottonwood below our

camp on the Diamond Ranch, Chugwater, July 17, to 19, 1927. Elsewhere we did not

find the species.

Icterus galbula (Linnaeus). Baltimore Oriole.

Our sole record was on July 20, 1927, at Wheatland, where a familiar song issuing

from a cottonwood was soon followed by the appearance of the author himself.

Agelaius phoeniceus fortis Ridgway. Thick-billed Red-winged Blackbird.

A small marshy plot of ground below the Diamond Ranch, studded with reeds, was

the home and probably the nesting ground of a number of these birds, where we noted

them July 17 to 19, 1927. We saw them elsewhere as well, but only east of the moun-

tains. In spite of the ideal homes that the wet meadows around Pinedale might have

afforded, we saw not a single red-winged blackbird in the Green River valley.

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonaparte). Yellow-headed Blackbird.

We saw the yellow-headed blackbird along the North Platte River near Casper,

July 20, 1927; but in several other favorable locations we failed to note the species.

Our only other record is from a patch of flooded desert near Daniel, where we watched

a male, a female, and two young preening themselves in a bit of dead sagebrush on

August 7, 1927.

Sturnella neglecta neglecta Audubon. Western Meadowlark.

The western meadowlark was common on the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater

from August 29 to September 7, 1923, and we recorded it daily during our stay in this

vicinity, July 17 to 19, 1927. The bird was seen at Wheatland and about Casper on

July 20, 1927; near Lander on August 21, 1927; at Eden on July 21 and August 7;

Pinedale, August 7 of the same year; and a number of times about McDole's Ranch

north of Daniel in the upper Green River valley, on July 22, 23, 24, and August 7, 1927.

In the eastern part of the state the bird was not partial to any particular type of coun-

try, being as often seen on rolling semi-arid prairie as in meadows. In the Green

River valley, however, it was found always in meadows, never on the sage-covered

hillsides. We saw none in the Canadian Zone mountain meadows.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex

and age
Locality Date Collector Length

in flesh

Remarks

4598

4599

9

9 juv.

Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of
Chugwater

Aug. 31, 1923...

Aug. 31, 1923...

A. B. Fuller....

mm,
216

203 Iris dark hazel

Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson). Louisiana Tanager.

Early on the morning ofJuly 26, 1927, while we were camped beside a little meadow
along Twin Creek in the Gros Ventre Mountains, we heard a loud cheery song from

high in some tall spruces and firs. We soon caught a glint of golden yellow in the
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top of one conifer, and our field-glasses revealed the handsome musician, astride the

very uppermost spire of a spruce, fully 130 feet above the ground. From time to time

he would stop preening himself to give forth a snatch of all-too-boisterous melody,

or to drop a wing that he might all the better derive the benefit of the full warmth

of the early morning sun. Twice he launched forth into space in pursuit of some

invisible quarry, gyrating in mid-air in accordance with the best flycatcher traditions,

only to return to his breakfast perch a-top his forest world. After one of his vertical

sorties, however, he dropped plummet-like into the deep woods below, to be seen

no more. He was the only individual that we saw in Wyoming.

Passer domesticus domesticus (Linnaeus). English Sparrow.

In addition to having invaded most of the ranches and towns of nearly every Wyo-

ming county we visited, this bird has, in a few localities, taken to more secluded

places. We found it on July 17, 1927, in sand dune country south of Cheyenne, miles

from any human habitation, and, so far as we could see, from water as well. It was

not infrequently to be seen with McCown longspurs and horned larks in such localities.

We observed a pair also in a sage-covered, torrid bit of desert near Eden, Wyoming,

in the Green River valley on July 21, 1927. Other localities at which it was found in

1927 are: the desert south of Cheyenne, on the Colorado State line, July 17; Cheyenne,

July 17; Chugwater, July 17 and 20; the Diamond Ranch house, July 17; Wheatland

and Casper, July 20; Lander and Pinedale, July 21.

Hedymeles melanocephalus papago Oberholser. Black-headed Grosbeak.

We saw this grosbeak at the Diamond Water Gap, in the foothills near Chugwater

on July 18, 1927; it also graced the public camping ground at that village on the next

day. We last saw it along a wooded stream in the town of Lander on July 21, 1927.

Passerina amoena (Say). Lazuli Bunting.

A considerable flock of lazuli buntings was seen by us on July 21, 1927, in a small

juniper-studded canyon at the foot of the Wind River Mountains, near Lander. Oth-

ers were sunning themselves along fences beside the small patches of meadow on the

canyon floor.

Oberholseria chlorura (Audubon). Green-tailed Towhee.

One specimen taken at the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater on August 31, 1923,

is our only record.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4625 9 Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 31, 1923... A. B. Fuller....

mm.
178 Iris hazel

Pipilo maculatus arcticus (Swainson). Arctic Towhee.

This towhee was extremely abundant but very seclusive, on the brush-covered

canyon floors on the Diamond Ranch west of Chugwater, from August 28 to September



Sept.

1930 Fuller and Bole—Wyoming Birds 75

8, 1923. It was observed at the Diamond Water Gap in the same locality on July 18

and 19, 1927.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex

and age

Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

4622

4623
4624

— juv.

— juv.

Diamond Ranch,
12 miles west of

Chugwater

Aug. 30, 1923...

Aug. 29,1923...

Aug. 29, 1923...

A. B. Fuller....

mm.
209.5

203

Iris red-brown

Iris hazel

Melospiza lincolnii lincolnii (Audubon). Lincoln Sparrow.

We collected one at the same spot, (North Beaver Creek, north of Daniel) on

the same day (September 21, 1923) as the following species (Melospiza melodia jallax).

We noted the species again in 1927 around Daniel. At Waterdog Lake in the Gros

Ventre Mountains, daily from July 29 to August 4, 1927, we found it a conspicuous

part of the bird life. Like most of the sparrows, it was never observed far from cover,

and the cover was usually a willow thicket, from the top of which the vigorous and

quarrelsome little males sent forth their melodious challenges. They sang chiefly

in the late afternoon, but one could usually hear a snatch of loud, clear song at any

time during the day. On the several occasions on which a weasel passed by our camp
;

the animal was usually accompanied by three or four incensed Lincoln sparrows.

This bird is unusually combative for one of our native sparrows. We watched a number

of duels between males; and on more than one occasion saw a pair of birds attack a

jay in midair and drive him away. They were most unfriendly towards us, and

always greeted our investigations with a chorus of sharp chirps and much hopping

around and tail-shaking.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4621 o North Beaver Creek, McDole
Ranch, 12 miles north of
Daniel

Sept. 21, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
149.5

Melospiza melodia fallax (Baird). Mountain Song Sparrow.

We took the only specimen among some willows along North Beaver Creek at

the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, on September 21, 1923. Four years later, on July

21, 1927, we again noted it, but not commonly, in this region.
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Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4620 <3* im. North Beaver Creek, McDole
Ranch, 12 miles north of

Daniel

Sept. 21, 1923 A. B. Fuller ,

mm.

162

Zonotrichia gambelii (Nuttall). Gambel Sparrow.

This beautiful little bird is extremely abundant in the mountains of Wyoming.

We found it at both ends of the Wind River Range; about South Pass, July 21, 1927;

at the Green River Lakes, on July 24, 1927; and equally numerous in the Gros Ventre

Mountains. About our camp at Waterdog Lake in the latter range the males were

still singing (July 25 to August 4, 1927) and performing courtship antics before fe-

males. A young bird, just able to fly, flew against our wagon there and was killed

by the blow. Another, an adult, was caught by a sharp-shinned hawk almost in

camp. It was noted in the Twin Creek basin in the Gros Ventre Mountains, on July

25 and 26, and on August 4, 1927.

Spizella breweri breweri Cassin. Brewer Sparrow.

We found the Brewer sparrow common about the Diamond Ranch west of Chug-

water from August 28 to September 8, 1923, but we failed to note it elsewhere.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H. Sex Locality Date Collector Length Remarks
Number in flesh

mm.
4612 cT Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of
Chugwater

Aug. 29,1923... A. B. Fuller.... 140 Iris hazel

4613 <? im. Aug. 31,1923... 130

4615 9 Aug. 30, 1923... 133.5 Iris hazel jm.indible

flesh; legs pale

pinkish dusky
flesh

4616 9 Aug. 30, 1923..

.

120.5 Iris hazel; legs pale

horn color

4617 9(?)im. Aug. 31, 1923-

.

140

Spizella passerina arizonae Coues. Western Chipping Sparrow.

The chipping sparrow was a visitor at our camp above Waterdog Lake on July 30

and August 1, 1927. It frequented dense willows along streams, occasionally explor-

ing the low, thick conifers as well. It was, as usual, feeding frequently on the ground.

A single bird in juvenal plumage was taken at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel,

September 18, 1923.
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Specimens Collected

77

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4614 c? juv. McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Sepc. 18, 1923 A. B. Fuller 140

Spizella arborea ochracea Brewster. Western Tree Sparrow.

A single male, reasonably typical of the western subspecies, was collected on Octo-

ber 27, 1923, at the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, in willows that fringe the Green

River.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4611 C? McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 27, 1923 A. B. Fuller

mm.
152.5

Junco mearnsi Ridgway. Pink-sided Junco.

One specimen was obtained on September 18 and one on October 20 in 1923 at the

McDole Ranch north of Daniel, but we did not find birds of this species numerous

there. On the other hand we have records for every day, except two, of our stay at

Waterdog Lake from July 26 to August 4, 1927, where we found them abundant.

They paid little attention to a buteonine hawk that on one occasion flew over, but

were continually on the alert whenever a duck hawk put in an appearance.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4618

4619 9

McDole Ranch, 12 miles north

of Daniel

Oct. 20, 1923

Sept. 18, 1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.
159

152.5

Amphispiza nevadensis nevadensis (Ridgway). Sage Sparrow.

A few minutes after we saw the McCown longspurs near Eden in the Green River

valley, on July 21, 1927, we noted three sage sparrows on the ground in a sagebrush

thicket. This was our only record of the species in Wyoming.

Pooecetes gramineus confinis Baird. Western Vesper Sparrow.

The western vesper sparrow is legion along the front of the Wyoming Cordillera,

but does not seem to inhabit the coniferous forests of these mountains. It was ob-

served and collected by us during our stay at the Diamond Ranch 12 miles west of

Chugwater, from August 28 to September 8, 1923. Irrigated meadow and sage-
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covered hillside are all alike to this bird; and in the western part of the state, where

we found it equally plentiful, it is an inhabitant of willow thickets along creeks issu-

ing from the mountains. About Daniel this type of habitat was its favorite, but the

sagebrush near by was not altogether forsaken. It often scurries along roads ahead

of the passer-by. It was observed in 1927 at Cheyenne on July 17; at the Diamond

Water Gap, 12 miles west of Chugwater, July 18; north of Alcova, July 20; at Lander

and near Eden, July 21; the McDole Ranch, 12 miles north of Daniel, July 22 and

August 4 to 7; and Pinedale, July 21 and August 7.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sez Locality Date Collector Length
in flesh

Remarks

9

9
9

Diamond Ranch,

12 miles west of

Chugwater

Sept. 6, 1923....

Aug. 29, 1923...

Aug. 30,1923...

A. B. Fuller

mm.

4607
4608

152.5

152.5

Iris hazel

Iris hazel; legspile

flesh

Chondestes grammacus strigatus Swainson. Western Lark Sparrow.

This bird we found to be in some places even more plentiful than the western vesper

sparrow. The plains and foothill canyons of the southeastern part of the state teem

with western lark sparrows, which like the western vesper sparrows, are partial to

roads. About July 18, 1927, we saw near camp on the Diamond Ranch, a female

gathering hairs for her nest, which she was building on the bare ground under some

box elders where cattle sought shade. We found the species rather uncommon about

the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, where we saw it but twice, on both occasions

but a single bird. It avoided the mountains, so far as we could see.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sez

and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4609

4610

cf juv.

9 juv.

Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Aug. 29,1923

Aug. 29, 1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.

Calamospiza melanocorys Stejneger. Lark Bunting.

This was a very abundant bird along the western margin of the Great Plains, from

the southern boundary of Wyoming to Casper, (July 20, 1927) which was the most

northern point that we reached east of the cordillera. We saw this species always in

flocks that, when disturbed, would fly in close formation to some other locality seem-

ingly selected at the whim of whatever bird happened to be in the lead. It was

always wary, and although often observed along highways, we failed to note a single

lark bunting killed there by an automobile. On September 6, 1923, at the Diamond
Ranch west of Chugwater, we found a small flock, made up chiefly of males in the
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brown plumage, females, and young. The two or three full-plumaged black males

were so wary that we were unable to collect one; but we secured three of the brown

birds. In driving west to Rock Springs and Wamsutter in 1923, we last noticed

this bunting on September 9, about 23 miles west of Cheyenne. On August 7, 1927,

however, we found the bird between Rock Springs and Wamsutter, 230 miles west of

Cheyenne and some distance west of the continental divide. Additional localities

at which this species was observed in 1927 are: Chugwater, July 19 and 20; Diamond

Water Gap, 12 miles west of Chugwater, July 18; between the Diamond Ranch and

Chugwater, July 19; and Wheatland, July 20.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex
and age

Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4626

4627
4628

—juv.

—juv.

Diamond Ranch, 12 miles west
of Chugwater

Sept. 6, 1923 , .

Sept. 6, 1923
Sept. 6, 1923

A. B. Fuller

mm.

159

175

165.5

Rhynchophanes mccownii (Lawrence). McCown Longspur.

The McCown longspur is very abundant along the eastern margin of the state, and

is one of the species most often seen from the highways. It has not yet learned to

fathom the automobile, but waits until one's car is almost upon it before attempting

to escape by flight. We killed many individuals in this way, and saw many more

dead along the road. Horned larks and western vesper sparrows meet a similar fate

rather frequently, but their mortality is apparently not nearly so high. We met

this longspur all around Cheyenne on July 17, 1927, but we did not see any about

Chugwater. We again found it abundant around Wheatland on July 20, 1927, and

we saw a few west of Casper on the same day. All these records are from the Plains

side of the mountains. Our last record is from a point on the other side, near Eden,

Sublette County, in the Green River valley, where we flushed a small flock from a

dusty, little-used roadway, on July 21, 1927.

Carpodacus cassinii Baird. Cassin Purple Finch.

This rosy-hued finch was rather common, July 30 to August 4, 1927, about Waterdog

Lake and in that vicinity, where it kept close to the crowns of balsams and Engelmann

spruces. We saw one mother bird feeding her young. The alarm note of this species

suggested that of the English sparrow; in fact its whole vocabulary reminded us of

that species.

Astragalinus psaltria psaltria (Say). Arkansas Goldfinch.

We have one record, from the McDole Ranch north of Daniel, of a bird seen on

August 5, 1927.

Astragalinus tristis pallidus (Mearns). Pale Goldfinch.

We met this goldfinch in Wyoming around Cheyenne on July 17, 1927; also
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about the Diamond Ranch near Chugwater, and at the village itself where it was fairly

numerous from July 17 to 19, 1927.

Spinus pinus pinus Wilson. Pine Siskin.

On October 1, 1923, near Hoback Peak, we saw a flock of pine siskins feeding

in the top of a tall conifer. Four years later, on July 30 and August 2 and 4, 1927, the

species was common about Waterdog Lake, where it seemed particularly fond, while

hanging upside down, of prying tit-bits from the red "flowers" or staminate cones

of the limber and white-barked pines.

Leucosticte atrata Ridgway. Black Leucosticte.

High above the haunts of other finches, so high that the white-barked pines lay

prostrate, hugging the side of wind-whipped slopes for protection, we found the black

rosy finches, their nesting cares over. Their chosen summer home is the Hudsonian

Zone, in the Gros Ventre Range; and their bird neighbor is the Arctic bluebird. On
Tosi Peak, above our camp at Waterdog Lake (see plate IX), August 3, 1927, we found

them on snow-banks, hopping about in the very teeth of an ever-blowing wind, often

lifted bodily by it and carried back a few yards. Above the last timber outposts

they roamed in fours and fives, gleaning from tiny, squat plants that found proximity

to the ground as great an advantage as do the pine mattes themselves. The black

leucostictes obviously breed in the Gros Ventre Mountains, as the little groups we

met with consisted always of an adult pair and one or more immature birds. We did

did not see the birds in the zone of upright trees.

Pinicola enucleator montana Ridgway. Rocky Mountain Pine Grosbeak.

We secured one male bird from a flock of three near Hoback Peak on October 6,

1923; and collected another on November 10 of the same year at Waterdog Lake in

the Gros Ventre Range.

Specimens Collected

C.M.N.H.
Number

Sex Locality Date Collector Length in flesh

4604

4605

C? Waterdog Lake, Gros Ventre

Mts.
Near Hoback Peak, Hoback

Mts.

Nov. 10, 1923

Oct. 6, 1923

A. B. Fuller, .

mm.
229

235


















